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Adoptions are Soaring:
Cat Depot’s Extraordinary Start to 2026

Sunshine is 12 years old —
healthy, happy, and finally home.

Last year began like any other — Cat Depot
doing what we do best: saving cats, one at a
time. But as the months unfolded, momentum
grew. With a fully staffed leadership team, an
energized staff, and the unwavering support of
volunteers, donors and adopters, we closed the
year with our highest number of adoptions in
five years.

At the same time, we expanded critical
veterinary services: increasing TNVR efforts,
lifesaving hospitalizations, and growing our
kitten foster program — resulting in record
neonatal saves. And through it all, our
dedication to personalized, compassionate care
remained the guiding heart of Cat Depot.

The momentum accelerated into 2026.

January brought a surge of hopeful adopters,
and by month’s end, we had surpassed every
January total from the last five years. Then
February arrived, and instead of slowing down,
the pace quickened. More cats were adopted,
more families were matched, more lives

were changed.

We've already reached extraordinary milestones:
« Over 300 cats adopted in just two months
« Back-to-back record adoption months
. Fifteen senior cats placed into loving homes
through our Senior Cat Special.

This record-breaking beginning is about
community and compassion. It’s about every
person who donates, adopts, fosters, volunteers,
or spreads the word.

Inside Cat Depot, the energy is electric: sweet
seniors curling into arms, shy cats blossoming,
long-term residents finally getting their moment,
and families leaving with full hearts and new
furry companions.

If the first months are any sign, 2026 will be a
year of extraordinary impact — and the cats
couldn’t be more grateful.



A Mission That's All About Cats

A MORE HUMANE SHELTER MODEL

Cat Depot operates a cage free adoption space
where cats live in larger, more natural pods
rather than traditional kennels — reducing
stress and allowing their personalities to shine.

As a shelter that specializes in cats, we focus on
providing the highest quality care and achieving
positive outcomes for every cat we save.

MORE THAN JUST ADOPTION

On-site, we operate the Cat Care Clinic, offering
affordable, cat-specific veterinary services to
household cats in our community. Additionally, our
Shelter Hospital team reacts daily to cats and
kittens in need of urgent rescue. They provide
compassionate, world class care to cat and kittens
on their journey to adoption.

Our Community Cats Program helps manage and
improve the lives of free-roaming cats through
humane trap-neuter-vaccinate-return (TNVR)
practices.

Through our Community Food Bank and Safety
Net Programs, we support pet owners and
community cats in need, helping keep cats out of
the shelter system.

REAL WORDS. REAL IMPACT.

66 | work as a networker in animal rescue,
and | was brought to tears when Cat Depot
called to say they could accept all 18 cats
and kittens from a single family in crisis.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for
stepping into their lives and giving them a
chance at survival. 99

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

We offer programs for children and adults of
all ages that promote the human-animal bond,
develop empathy and compassion, teach
responsible cat care and behavior, and
improve literacy. All with a mind to creating a
more informed and compassionate community
for cats and the people that love them.

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Each year, we rescue and adopt more than
1,300 cats, treat an additional 2,700 feline
patients through our Cat Care Clinic, and
support 1,700 cats through our Safety Net
Programs. Over the years, we’ve helped tens
of thousands of cats and the people who
love them.

In short, Cat Depot isn’t just a shelter —it's a
cat-centric community resource dedicated to
compassionate care, education, and long-term
solutions for stray and homeless feline
populations.



WHAT YOU MADE POSSIBLE IN 2025

»

A MISSION THAT'S ALL ABOUT CATS

Cat Depot is Sarasota’s only rescue, adoption, and education center
7 4 9 6 i dedicated exclusively to saving cats and kittens. We specialize in care and
[ [ N

programs to meet cats’ unique needs.

- Our mission is simple yet powerful: to save lives, find loving homes, and
CATS IMPACTED

by Cat Depot

improve the destiny of homeless cats.

1,677 1,761

TOTAL CATS TREATED AT SPAY/NEUTER CATS ASSISTED BY
ADOPTIONS CAT CARE CLINIC SURGERIES SAFETY NET PROGRAMS
DELIVERED
¢ 5 1@ CAT CARE CLINIC SPAY/NEUTER
a SERVICES DELIVERED SURGERIES PERFORMED
e 4,070 vaccinations administered * 667 community cats received free
¢ 237 microchips implanted : TNVR services
207 families received veterinary e 222 spays and neuters for household cats
assistance during times of need .

788 spays and neuters for the adoption center

273,939 %] 29,240

FOSTER HOURS VOLUNTEER HOURS

e 494 vulnerable kittens & cats
saved through foster care

e Loved and nurtured by 76
incredible foster families

e Total of 11,588 foster days

e 267 adults, contributed 26,052 hrs of
hands-on help

e 7l1teens contributed 3,188 hrs helping in
cat care and food bank

COMMUNITY FOOD BANK

1,554
CATSFED

1,183 community cats fed
371 household cats fed
35,478 Ibs of dry food
103,4550z of wet food




Spotlight on Veterinary Care

One of the driving forces behind Cat Depot’s
recent success is the extraordinary growth of

our Veterinary Services program, led by Medical
Director, Dr. Michelle Cunningham. Cat Depot is
supported by a staff of five experienced, licensed
veterinarians who collectively bring more than 130
years of professional veterinary experience to

our organization.

The result? More cats healed. More families

rted. More li d. Like Sancho.
In the midst of a busy Community Food Bank stipporie O S S iy

day, a frantic couple pulled into the parking lot ~ From core vaccinations and microchipping to

with Sancho on their lap. He was in need of spay/neuter surgeries and complex lifesaving
immediate surgery to save his life, and they treatments, our veterinary team works every day to
had been turned away by two private practices. ensure cats remain healthy, housed, and thriving.

Within 5 minutes of walking in the door at Cat When veterinary care is accessible and proactive,
Depot, Sancho was on the surgery table. cats stay out of shelters, families stay together, and
our entire community benefits.

Spotlight on Fosters

Fosters to the Rescue

In the shelter world, timing is
everything — especially for kittens.

Newborns and very young kittens are extraordinarily
fragile. Their immune systems are still developing,
their bodies are tiny and vulnerable, and the stress
of a shelter environment can put them at serious

In 2025, Cat Depot’s thriving foster
program supported 494 vulnerable
kittens, each one given the individualized
care they needed to survive and thrive.
That’s why foster homes aren’t just helpful — That lifesaving work was made possible by
they’re lifesaving. 76 extraordinary foster families who
stepped up when it mattered most.

risk of illness and developmental challenges.

Foster families open their homes at the most critical
moment, providing warmth, round-the-clock Because of them, hundreds of kittens didn’t
monitoring, socialization, and the steady nurturing just survive — they flourished.

tha.t helps kittens grow strong enough for adoption. That's the quiet power of foster.
In living rooms and spare bedrooms across our

community, bottles are warmed, tiny weights are To become a Foster, apply online at
tracked, and milestones are celebrated. catdepot.org/foster/




Happy Tails...

Lives Saved Because of You

Kevin )

“ Sometimes, the greatest tools for resilience aren't things we
find, but hearts that find us. Kevin is more than just an orange cat;
he is Zoey’s new emotional support companion. Within an hour of
coming home, they were already inseparable. It's a powerful
reminder that even in the midst of life's transitions, there is a
specific kind of peace waiting to find its way to us. Thank you for

saving him!!! 99 D

Upcoming Events...

Stay connected with all the exciting programs and events happening at Cat Depot! From Adoption
Events and C.A.T. Camp to Low-Cost Vaccine Clinics, Volunteer Orientations, TNVR surgery
dates, and Reading to Rescues, there are many ways to get involved and support our mission.

Visit catdepot.org/our-events/ for full details, schedules, and upcoming dates.

Where Kids Become Cat Champlons' E

COMPASSION ACTION TEAMWORK

Ages 7 - 13 | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Community Center, 2525 17th ST, Sarasota, FL

$200 Per Week 6 Weeks of Fun -
2nd Camper Discount Choose Your Weeks!

~ SCAN ME = Week 1: June 8 - 12
Week 2: June 15 - 19

Week 3: June 22 - 26
Week 4: July 6 - 10
Week 5: July 13 - 17

Scan the QR code to learn more. Week 6: July 20 - 24
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TO DONATE

24 Hours to Give ONLINE

Kitten Supply Drive
Help Us Say “Yes” This Kitten Season

Kitten season is here — and with it comes a wave of the
tiniest, most vulnerable lives depending on us.

You can make an immediate impact by helping us stock
up on essential supplies for our shelter and foster homes.

» Kitten formula

« Kitten dry & canned food
. Non-clumping litter

~ SCAN ME - » Cat toys
L B ® N i .
=1:: o I::i — ursing bottles ang nipples
Y
Drop off donations at Cat Depot. 3l JOH T~
P : i Iy SR
Daily 10 AM - 6 PM = ﬁq-g Scan the QR code to view the
2542 17th St. Sarasota, FL 34234 full wishlist and shop online.

941-366-2404 | info@catdepot.org
2542 17th St. Sarasota, FL 34234 | catdepot.org




